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portance; and is said to have added: "if Moscow
was burned Berlin too can be abandoned.'' To his
certain knowledge, he declared, Blucher would
never consent to recross the Elbe; but, if the
worse came to the worst, would take his army
behind the Saale and work round to the southward
until he could effect a junction with Schwarzen-
berg. The Saale runs in a parallel direction to the
Mulde, but further to the west.

Then came a further surprise. The mention of
the Saale put Bernadotte on a new tack. The
project, he declared, appealed to him; although in
itself it was astonishingly bold, implying as it did
the cutting of all lines of communication and the
abandonment of the baggage and supplies that
were still on the Elbe. Bernadotte's motives are
incomprehensible, but it has been suggested that
he never really believed that Blucher would con-
sent to the plan. Blucher did at once consent and
willingly assumed the entire responsibility.

So instead of Bernadotte's crossing to Blucher the
latter prepared to cross the Mulde to Bernadotte,
and the orders to this effect were given, as it proved
not a single moment too soon; for scarcely had
Blucher quitted Dtiben when the French entered
that town. Langeron's corps and Sacken's corps
both had narrow escapes from being cut off, while
Gneisenau himself was on the point of being
captured. As it ultimately turned out a few men
engaged in foraging, a few of the wounded, and
twenty waggon-loads of Zwieback were the extent of